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Irrigetion canal

Although no extant remains of irrigation mechaenismg
exist, the cenel retains structursl integrity. Its
course is clearly visible for most of the approximete
1-1/2 mile length end its point of diversion is
discernible,.

James Jursle
October 7, 1984
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The Crawford/Gifford Canal was designed and built by Mormom settlers in Ziom,
whoge community of farms in the Osk Creek Canyon was sometimes referred to as
Crewfordville. The canal and its systems of laterals provided water for
livestock snd irrigated fields of alfalfe and sorghum. Water wag originally
diverted from the west benk of the Virgin River (approximstely one mile north
of the present-day Virgin River Bridge) by meens of a piomeer-built wooden
headgete. In 1931, the Osk Creek Cenyon ferms were purchassd by the Naetionsl
Park Service, which took pogseassion of the water delivery system. In 1933,
Civilien Comservation Corps personnel of Camp N.P.2 widened the csnael to 18
incheg, for & distence of 5,178 feet. A concrete cyclopsan-type diversion dam
waa installed at the head of the canal on December 23, 1941, by the
maintenance department of Zion National Perk.

Although the canal iz no longer functional, its course is clearly vigidble.
The point of diversion is merked by a large boulder just upstream from a rock
slide on the west vank of the Virgin River. The channel of the canal i=
outlined by cottonwood trees end brush for most of its approximetely
1-1/2-mile eourse. The ditch runs south, following the Virgin River on its
west bank, traverses the bases of the Virgin Formetion to the northwest of the
Visitor's Csunter, then turnz northwest for .5 mile up Oek Cresk.
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